Interview form

This interview questionnaire is designed to provide an overview of the environmental, economic, and social aspects of a real farm.  You can use it as a guide for farm visits, and you can edit it to reflect your particular interests or what you already know about the farm.  It is important that the farmers know that no specific financial information is needed and that they should feel free to not respond to some of the questions.  It is also fine to let the interview progress naturally.  If the farmer tells you something interesting about the operation that is not covered in the questionnaire, all the better!  Just don’t forget to note down the information.
Part 1:  Environmental Considerations 
1. What percentage of your farm is in tillable acres?

___100%
____75%    ____50%   ____25%   ____none    ____don’t care to answer

2. What are the slopes of your tillable acres?  (check all that apply)

____steep   ____moderately hilly    ____gently rolling    ____mostly flat

3. What are the major soil types of your tillable land?  (check all that apply)

___sandy    ____silt    ____loam    ____sandy-clay    ____mostly clay

4. About how much of your farm would be considered wetland?

___100%
____75%    ____50%   ____25%   ____none    ____don’t care to answer

5. About how much of your farm would be considered woodland?

___100%
____75%    ____50%   ____25%   ____none    ____don’t care to answer

6. What is special about your farm’s environment? 

7.  How much of your land is in pasture?

___100%
____75%    ____50%   ____25%   ____none    ____don’t care to answer

8. What are your sources of crop nutrients? (check all that apply)

____manure    ____green manure    ____synthetic N, such as anhydrous ammonia or urea    ____phosphate    ____potash    ____other (please describe) _______________ 

9. What special things do you do or plan to do on your farm to protect the environment?  (check all that apply)

___Conservation tillage
___riparian buffers
___extended crop rotations
___Integrated Pest Management (IPM)   
___organic agriculture
___natural habitat & wildlife restoration
 
___grassed waterways  
___grazing
___other practices and comments: 

Part 2.  Personal and Economic Considerations.  

1.  Why do you work on the farm?  (check all that apply)

____Enjoy the life____I grew up on a farm____What I know how to do best____ Other
2.
What aspect of the farm operation do you enjoy most (mark with an X), and which aspect do 

     
you enjoy least(mark with an O).

____Working with the livestock   ____Growing crops   ____Fixing the machinery


____Management/planning    ____Recordkeeping/bookkeeping   ____Marketing ____Other(fill in)________________________________________________
3.
What special things do you do to support your and your family’s quality of life?

4.
How do you handle periods of increased labor? (i.e. harvest, or lambing)


____Hire custom work ____Work long hours by myself ____ Have family help

5.
Do you have plans to pass your farm on when you retire?

____Yes ____No, no one can afford to take it ____No, no one wants to take it 


____ No, have not thought about that yet 
6.
Does the farm support itself? (Show a profit 4 years in 5)


____Yes ____No ____ Do not care to respond

7.
Which enterprise generates the most net earnings?


____Cash crop ____Livestock ____Dairy ____________________ Other(fill in)

8.
What percentage of the farm income goes toward paying loans (retiring debt)?


____>75% ____Between 50 and 75% ____ Between 25 and 50% ____<25% ____Paid

9.
What percentage of the farm income is needed to cover expenses? (i.e. fertilizer, seeds)


____>75% ____Between 50 and 75% ____ Between 25 and 50% ____<25% ____Paid

10.
Do you work off the farm?


____No ____Part-time or occasionally ____Full-time

11.
Does anyone else in the family work off the farm?


____No ____Part-time or occasionally ____Full-time

12.
If you answered yes to questions 10 and 11, how important is health insurance as motivation?


____A major factor ____A factor, but not the only reason ____Not important

13.
Do you hire labor?


____ Custom        ____Occasional         ____Full-time equivalent        ____No

14.
If you don’t hire labor, why?


____Don’t need help      ____Can’t afford help       ____Can’t find help

15.
How many farm enterprises are there? (e.g. individual crops, livestock, custom services)


____One      ____Two      ____Three      ____Four      ____Five      ____More than five

16.
How do you describe your farm size, relative to other farms in the state?


____Small ____Medium ____Large

17. Dou you pay yourself an hourly wage?


____No ____Yes, amount (optional)_________

18.
What percentage of farm income comes from government payments?


____>75% ____
Between 50 and 75% ____ Between 25 and 50% ____<25%____ None
19. Are there constraints that keep you from trying new practices?


____Yes, economics ____Yes, time ____Yes, lack of information/ideas ____No

20.
 What special things do you do, or plan to do, to improve the economic sustainability of your


 farm?

