Guiding Questions

Consider the following questions in preparing for the group project.

1.  Decide who on your team will focus on and write up each of these areas:

A. Why did you choose this project or case study, and where does it fit in the ag/food/environmental system?
1. What about this project or case study interested you?

2. Does it relate to an existing interest or past experience of yours?

3. How does it relate to your community and situation?

4. Where does this project or case study fit in the food system?  In production?  Processing?  Distribution? Consumption?  (It may cover several areas—or it may not directly fit in the human food system)

B. Materials, resources, assistance needed or used in the project or case study

1. Where will you go for information?  (web sites, publications, people, organizations, etc.)

2. Where would you go for further information? (web sites, publications, people, organizations, etc.)

3. What resources would you need to implement this project?  (funding, volunteers, equipment, materials, expertise, seeds, etc.)  

4. Where might you obtain these resources?  

C. Products, opportunities, and challenges from the project or case study

1. What products does this project or enterprise provide?  Products can be tangible, for example strawberries; intangible, for example a stronger sense of community; or in between.  

2. What are the difficulties you foresee in carrying out this project?  Or, what difficulties did the people in the case study find?

3. What additional opportunities or benefits beyond the products listed above might emerge from this project or case study?  

D. Economic, environmental, and community benefits. 

1. What does the project or case study do for the income of the farm family?  

2. What does it do for the economic health of others in the community?  

3. How does the project or case study affect water quality?  Soil quality?  Wildlife and plant communities?  Air quality?  Are there other environmental impacts, positive or negative?  

4.  Does the project bring people in the community together?  Could the project cause divisions in the community?  If yes, how could those divisions be overcome or addressed?

5. If you choose a case study to evaluate, how could you apply the ideas from that enterprise in your own community?



















