Project Ideas:

1. Plant buffer strips and other natural habitat to protect water quality.

( Stewards of Our Streams--Buffer Strips, Pm 1626a and Pm 1626b. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/pubs/ 
( NRCS Buffer Strip Initiative: http://www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/CCS/Buffers.html
( Farm Bureau’s Ag and the Environment Program: http://www.agandenvironment.com/ffa_grant.htm
Features 47 excellent examples of Iowa FFA agriculture and environmental projects.

2. Intern with a CSA farmer to grow food for your community.

( Local Food Systems for Iowa:  Community Supported Agriculture. ISU Extension Publication Pm-1692; http://www.extension.iastate.edu/pubs/ 
( Iowa CSA Farms-Statewide List of Iowa CSA Farms. Pm-1693: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/pubs/ 
( CSA of North America: http://www.umass.edu/umext/csa/ 
( Wisconsin CSA Farms: http://www.macsac.org
3. Organize educational food, garden, and agriculture tours and workshops for youth. 

( Growing in the Garden, An Agriculture. and Natural Resource Curriculum for Grades K-3. www.extension.iastate.edu/GrowingintheGarden/ 
( Iowa Agriculture Awareness Coalition: http://www.agaware.iastate.edu 
( Youth and Kids in Agriculture: http://www.nal.usda.gov/youthkids.html 
( Growing Power, Milwaukee: http://www.growingpower.org
4. Work with a local fruit and vegetable farmer to grow and or process food for your school cafeteria.

· Local Food Connections: From Farms to Schools.  ISU, Pm 1853a: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/pubs/ 
· Iowa Fruit and Vegetable Growers Directory, Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/fruitvegetable.asp  
· Savor Wisconsin, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection: http://www.savorwisconsin.com/search/producer_default.asp 

· Farm Fresh Atlas, REAP Food Group: http://www.reapfoodgroup.org/atlas/index.htm 
5. Grow and market certified organic crops or meats.

( Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES): http://www.mosesorganic.org
( Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship Organic Program: www.agriculture.state.ia.us/organicAg.htm 
( ISU Organic Ag: http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/organicag 
( Iowa Family Farm Meat Directory; Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship: http://www.state.ia.us/agriculture 
6. Develop, process, and market a value-added product.

( Value-Added Ag: http://www.iowaagopportunity.org/ 
( Fresh to Processed: Adding Value for Specialty Markets available from: Appropriate Technology

Transfer for Rural Areas (ATTRA): http://www.attra.org  or 1-800-346-9140.

7. Raise and market pasture or free-range poultry.

( American Pastured Poultry Producers Association: http://www.apppa.org 
( Pastured Poultry Appropriate Technology Transfer for Rural Areas (ATTRA)
( http://www.attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/poultryoverview.html: See also the ATTRA homepage
( http://www.attra.org  or 1 800-346-9140
( SARE publication “Profitable Poultry”: http://www.sare.org/bulletin/poultry/
( Organic Poultry Resource Manual: http://www.iowaagopportunity.org/poultry/poultrymanual.html 
8. Help start a community garden in your town.

( Starting a Community Garden. American Community Gardening Association: www.communitygarden.org 
( Des Moines Community Gardening Coalition: (515) 323-8907 or www.botanicalcenter.com 
( Troy Gardens, Madison, WI: http://www.troygardens.org
9. Plant or reconstruct a native prairie area for habitat and/or seed production.
(  Iowa Prairie Network; Prairie Guides: http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org 
(  NRCS prairie planting information: http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/News/factsheets/factsheets.htm 
10. Work with a community food, hunger, or nutrition program.

( Community Food Security Coalition: www.foodsecurity.org 
( Food Banks: www.secondharvest.org/foodbanks/ 
( Iowa Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/efnep


















