Toward a Sustainable Agriculture

Module V:  Organic Agriculture


Name ______________________________________

1.  True or False?  Organic agriculture:
___ guarantees that foods are pesticide-free

___ regulates how crops and animals are raised

___ regulates how foods are processed

___ limits the amount of sugar added to foods

___ prohibits use of manure on crops within 90 days before harvest

___ prohibits use of urea and anhydrous ammonia

___ requires farmers to rotate crops

___ tests all crops for pesticide residues

___ requires farmers to use ladybugs to control pests

___ is regulated by the US Department of Agriculture

___ is the same as agriculture before 1940

2.  List three ways organic farmers can manage soil fertility:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What is a certifier?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Give one example of each of the following:
Cultural pest management practice ___________________________________________

Biological pest management practice _________________________________________

Mechanical pest management practice ________________________________________

5.  Give two specific reasons why some farmers choose to convert to organic (one economic reason and one non-economic reason)

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Give two specific reasons why most farmers do not farm organically

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Give two reasons why some consumers buy organic foods

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Choose one of the following short essay questions and explain your answer.

Does organic agriculture help the environment?  

Does organic agriculture improve economic sustainability?

Does organic agriculture improve social sustainability?

